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A DEFENCE of the Itinerancy, and the 
Conduct of the Rev. Mr. WHITE FIELD, 
againſt ſome Exceptions frequently made. 


In a LET TEN 


Reverend and dear Sir, | | 


OUR's I received, in which you urged my Thoughts on the 
Head of 1tinerancy, and the Conduct of the Itinerant, the Rev. 
Mr. Gro RGE WHITEFIELD. I am greatly loth to indulge 
your Requeſt; for as the laſt Subject of our Converſation was 
that beautiful Deſcription of true Religion, which St. Paul has 
given us in his iſt Epiſtle to Timothy, where he tells us, that the End of the 
Commandment is Charity, out of a pure Heart, and of a good Conſcience, and 
of Faith unfeigned ; ſo you may remember, I then obſerved, that had the 
good Apoſtle aim'd at the preſent Day, he could not have drawn it in more 

juſt and proper Colours, than in the ext Yerſe, where he lets us know, that 
ſome having fwerv'd from this Sort of Religion, or not duly aiming at it, 
have turned aſide unto vain Jangling. Vain Jangling I may well call it; 
for I believe, you will readily allow me, that the Diſputes of many have 
been more for Party- Intereſt, than a juſt Zeal for Godlineſs; for Victory, 

rather than Truth : and then no Wonder we have met with more Heat 
than Light, and found ſo many with Mouths full of Religion, while 
the unhallowed Manner of their Debates has demonſtrated, they 
had none at Heart. Mr. Bolton, I remember, gives it as Part of the Cha- 
racter of the honourable Robert Boyle Eſq; that he was ſcarce ever known 
to mention the Name of GOD without a viſible Pauſe, ſilently adoring 
t1at great Being of whom he ſpake. Happy for us all, had we herein 
copy*'d after him]! But alas, how have thoſe awful Terms, God, the Son 
of God, the Spirit of God, been toſt about on many a Tongue in a vain 
Manner, as if GOD were altogether ſuch an one as themſelves. Senſible of 
theſe Things, I have endeavoured to avoid fooliſh and unneceſſary Bueſtions, 
and thoſe Babblings, which the Apoſtle tells us, increaſe unto more Ungod- 
lineſs, and have been in a Meaſure careful to ſuppreſs a diſputatious Tem- 
per in my ſelf, and the People of my Charge; in which, I hope, I have 
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neither diſſerved my ſelf nor them in the beſt Intereſts. Notwithſtanding 
this, I am ſenſible there is a Time to ſpeak (as well as a Time to keep Si- 
lence) and looking upon this to be ſuch a Time, I now paſs to conſider 2 
thoſe two Things you urge upon me relating to the Rev. Mr. -d, as 
Firſt the 1tinerancy, and Secondly his Conduct in Itinerating. 1 
I. With Reſpect to the ITIx ERA N, ſeveral Things may be inquired. 
1. Whether the Itinerancy be contrary the Word of God? : | 
2. Whether on the Suppoſition that it is not contrary to the Word of | 
God, it be not /awful in it ſelf ? . 0 1 
Whether it may not probably /ubſerve ſome good and valuable Ends ? 7 « 
n the iſt Place let us inquire, Whether the 1t:nerancy be contrary to the 1 
I/ord of God Now by an Iinerant, is meant one who being ordained a 
Miniſter of Chriſt, and yet not having any particular paſtoral Charge of 
his own, makes it his Buſineſs to go from Place to Place preaching the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. If ſuch Itinerancy be contrary to the Word of 
God, I readily grant, we cannot well be too warmly engaged againſt it. 
To the Law and to the Teſtimony : Whatever is condemned by that, be it 
condemned of us alſo. But what have the ſtrongeſt Oppoſers of Mr.}/—4 
ſaid upon the Head! Some Gentlemen of Note and Character have in- | 
deed urg'd what St. Paul tells the Romans, that he ſtrove to preach the Goſ- 
pel, not where Chriſt was named, leſt he ſhould build on another Man's Foun- | 
dation : And the Example of the Apoſtle, ſay they, ſhould give Law to 
our Behaviour. But this Argument, I think, ſtands in need of all the 7 
Character of the Gentlemen that have uſed it, to give it Weight; for it 
is a mere Argument ab Authoritate Negative ; which, to be ſure, in Matters 
of Fact will not avail. The Apoſtle Paul did not, nor would not preach *! 
the Goſpel where Chriſt was named; therefore no other Man muſt: Every Z 
one muſt at firſt Sight perceive the Falſity of the Conſequence. The 
Truth is, ſome Things were done by the Apoſtles in their extraordinary | 
Character, as Apoſtles; others done by them in their ordinary Character, 
as Miniſters: Some Things done according to the particular Circumſtances 
of Time and Place, which were then Matters of Expediency; others in | 
the Virtue of a ſtanding Rule, which holds good in all Places and at al! 
Times, as Matters of Neceſſity. Therefore, as Dr. Stillingſieet juſtly ob- 
| 


. 
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ſerves, before an acknowledged apoſtolical Practice be looked on as obli- 
e gatory, it muſt be made appear that what they did was not according as 
e they ſaw Reaſon and Caule for doing it, depending upon the ſeveral Cir- 
* cumſtances of Time, Place and Perſons ; but that they did it from ſome ?! 
* wunalterable Law of Chriſt, or from ſuch Reaſons as will equally hold in 
« 2] Times, Places and Perſons : and ſo the Obligation is taken off from 
— e apoſtolical Practice, and laid upon that Law, and Reaſon, which was 


<« the Ground of it.” The Queſtion then is, In what Light is St, Paul 
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| Of ibe Rev. Mr. WrrTEPELD. 5 
and his Conduct to be viewed, in the cited Paſſage to the Romans? Un- 
doubredly as an Apaſtle, acting on the Foundation of Expediency. *Tis 
plain, St. Paul there ſpeaks of himſelf as an Apoſtle or Miniſter of the 
Gentiles : *Tis plain, that he magnifies his Office, and glones in his Cha- 
racter; and that this might not appear Vain-Glory, he lets us know he 
acted a bold hardy Part, not contenting himſelf to preach where Chriſt 
was named already, and fo build on another Man's Foundation, but carried 
the Name of Chriſt. where thoſe of Idols were mentioned, and Devils were 
adored ; thus anſwering his Commiſſion, which was to go to the Gentiles, 
open their Eyes, & turn them from Darkneſs to Light. The Apoſtle St. Paul, 
*tis evident, preached in ſome Places where Chriſt had already been named, 
and ſo far he entred on other Men's Labours : but had he preached only 


in ſuch Places, he would not have had fo great Cauſe to glory. And 


therefore. like a bold Champion he encounters the Powers of Darkneſs, 


7 fights the Devil in his own Territories, and turns his Worſhippers from 


Satan unto God. And hence he draws the Concluſion in Favour of him- 


ſelf, that he had whereof to glory thro* Feſus Chriſt. — Now, What is there 


in all this, militating againſt Itinerancy? Or how doth the Apoſtle's Con- 
duct reprove the Itinerant ? May it not rather be faid to approbate him, 
when we conſider, that Paul tho* the Apoſtle of the Uncircumcifion, preach- 
ed the Goſpel to the Circumciſion too? Had St. Peter, the Apoſtle of the 
Circumci/ion, been of the ſame Temper with many in the preſent Day, me- 
thinks, he would have made his Aſſault on the Miniſter of the Gentiles, 
check'd his Forwardneſs, humbled his Pride, and reprimanded him as one 
that ſtretched himſelf beyond his Meaſure, & boaſted in another Man's Line 
Withal letting him know, that he was but a Junior Apoſtle, Born as it 
were out of due Time. But Peter and Paul could well enough rejoice in 
one another's Labours, knowing that now there is neither Circumciſion, nor 
Uncircumciſion, but all are one in Chriſt, and Chriſt is all in all, But alas 
Do you think that the Scripture ſaith in vain, The Spirit that dwelleth in 
us luſteth to Envy? Yet it muſt be lamented, that many do now by the 
moſt eminent Servants of Chriſt, what the Men of religious Character did 
by Car1sT himſelf, deliver him for Envy. But whatever may be the Beha- 
viour of others, tis my preſent Deſign, and hope will ever be my Practice, 
be a Man's Character what it will, Friend or Oppoſer, ſo long as he 
preaches be Truth as it is in Feſus, to make him welcome to my Pulpir, 
my Arms, and my Heart. — I paſs then to the next Qucſtion, 

2. Whether upon the Suppoſition, that Iinerancy be not contrary to 
the Word of God, it mayn't therefore be lJook*d upon as lawful in is ſelf ? 
And here you anſwer me by ſaying, that tis not eno' for the Support of 
the Itineranqh, to ſay, that it is not againſt the Word of God, but we mult 
find ſomething for it: For it won't do, to appoint Officers in the Church 


of Chriſt, which he himſelf has not appointed. + 1 
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I reply, Suppoſing that no new Officers are to be conſtituted inthe Church 2 

of God, will this neceſſarily conclude againſt the Iinerancy? For my own 4 

Part, I have no Idea of an 1:inerant as an Officer, under that ſpecial Cha- * 

racter, nor doth Mr. J/—4 pretend to it, as I imagine. is true, he has fn 

told us, that he looks upon it as his Duty to evangelize ; that is, as he in * 

the next Words explains himſelf, not to fix in any particular Place.— The WF 
| Rev. the Preſident of Harvard-College is a Gentleman that has been or- C 
dained : Suppoſing then, that as he ſometimes preaches at Cambridge, God 


| ſhould remarkably be with him, and crown his Labours with ſignal Suc- J 4 
cels, ſo that with proper Invitations to a oak Town, he ſhould 
alfo preach there with the like Succeſs, and ſo on from Town to Town, 


would any Man ſay, we had got a new Officer in the Church? I know not ” 
on what Foundation.—In a Word, The View in which I look on the T 
Caſe is this : God has appointed the Office of the Miniſtry, and the Duty A 
of Miniſters is to preach the Goſpel ; but the particular Manner, in which _ 
the Goſpel is to be preached, that ie, whether the Miniſter muſt be fix'd in 


one Place, and preach ſtatedly there, or whether he may not preach from A 
one to another, is with me but a meer Circumſtance, which no Law has — 
reſtrained, and therefore I think is lawful, agreeable to that known Max- to 


im reſpecting an Exception to a general Rule, firmat Regulam in non Ex- I 
ceptis, And is not our own Practice agreeable in a Meaſure to all this? he 
Yes, as the Paſtors of the Churches take care of their own: Flocks, ſo do 


they not alſo feed the Flocks of others, as Occaſion ſerves? Do they not 2 
exchange Pulpits one with another? and when a Paſtor dies, or is remov- || ,; 
ed, or is aged and infirm, do not the neighbouring Paſtors ſometimes ſup- he 


ply his Place, by Turns, for many Weeks or Months ſucceſſively ? Surelß 3 
they do; ſurely they may do; and as ſurely they are fo far Itinerantsz. 
So that whatever concludes againſt Mr. Ma, doth in a Degree conclude } ſu 
| againſt our ſelves. I goon then FINE ; 
if 3. To inquire, Whether the [tinerancy may not probably ſubſerve ſome * N 
[ good and valuable Ends? If not, it ſeems neceſſary to oppoſe it as inexpe- * 
dient, tho? it may*nt be condemn'd as unlawful : But if ſuch Ends are 


l:k-ly to be promoted, why ſhould not the Iineranq it ſelf be countenanc- | 5 
ed? I obſerve, the Gentlemen who ſo vehemently oppoſe the Tinerancj, ® 
go on this Suppoſition, that there is a certain Order, which God has fixed 8 
| in his Church, that whoſoever oppoſeth this Order is an Enemy to the 4. 
Church, and ought every where to be ſpoken againſt. But is it not wor- ſu 


thy of Conſideration, that there is a certain Faith, which God has fixed in 
his Church? And is not this Faith more particularly fix'd in itſelf? Is p, 
it not more abundantly urged by God ? Is it not more abundantly ac- | 0 
« ceptable to him, and more abundantly beneficial to us, than any particular 07 
Order whatſoever? Hence we read of one Spirit, and one Faith : but one 
particular 
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icular, ſtated, invariable Order, I recolle& not. Sure I am, when St. 
Paul ſalutes the Churches in general, tis their Faith and Love which are 
the Grounds of his Commendations ; this he frequently makes honourable 
Mention of, when he ſays nothing of their Order: But where doth he 


7 ſmile upon their Order, without their Faith, and various Graces? When 


he addreſſes the Coloffians, he lets them know that he joys in beholding 
their Order, and ( it follows) the Stedfaſtneſs of their Faith in Chriſs. 
Could we ſuppoſe that Chriſtians in general did thus walk in the Faith 
and Order of the Goſpel, we would all allow the Church to be fair as the 


Moon, clear as the Sun, and terrible as an Army with Banners: But with- 
cout this Faith in Chriſt, which is the Church's Conformity to her Lord, 
7 methinks the Sun and Moon too wou'd be in an awful Eclipſe, and the 
whole Army of the Church, with Banners diſplay'd, would Joſs all Terror. 
| The Church will never terrify Earth or Hell, ſo long as it is not a Church 


Militant. and ſhe cannot be: militant without Faith, her beſt Weapon, and 
main Armour. Let it then be enquired, whether that be in fact the State 


of all profeſſing Churches ? And here that I may keep my ſelf as much as 


poſſible out of Danger, I would aſk my Reader to journey with me as far 
as: Maryland, Virginia, Carolina, or take a Voyage to the Weſt-Indies, even 
to Jamaica: Churches there are erected, and the Goſpel there is preached, 
I am inform'd, full ten Minutes every Lord's Day, notwithſtanding they 
have ſo much ſecular Buſineſs ; an Order is viſible in the Churches : but 
was the Apoſtle Paul to rife from his Grave, would he have any high Enco- 
miums to beſtow on many of em? would he tell them that he regoic'd in 
their Faith? or would he not rather plainly tell them, that this was the Time 
he formerly ſpake of, when there ſhould be a Form of Godlineſs, without 


te Power of it? Would he not roundly declare, that they were Chriſti- 
ans without Chriſtianity ? Well, ſuppoſing this to be the Caſe, which 1 
? ſuppoſe moſt of us will allow, may not an 7:7neran', or a Number of them, 
Men of good Gifts and Accompliſhments, ſanctify'd by the Spirit of God, 
Mien jealous for the Lord God of Hoſts, and zealous of good. Works, be 
7 happily inſtrumental of joining Faith and Order, and primitive Chriſtianity 
to the preſent Profeſſion of it? Such a Man muſt indeed expect to meet 
| with many Adverſaries, as was the Caſe of St. Paul: But, like him, would 
he not probably find an open Door and effectual to the Admiſſion of many 
Souls into the Kingdom of Heaven? Would not ſuch a Preacher then 
do a Piece of Service, highly acceptable to God, beneficial to Men, and 


ſſuch as every Child of God ought to delight in? 


It will be ſaid here, Suppoſing this to be the Caſe, What is it to the 


] Purpoſe ? What have we to do with the Weſt- Indies and ſuch Places? Our 


Churches have the Goſpel in its Purity, and walk in the Faith as well as 
Order of it. I anſwer, Whatever concludes for the Linerancy, as ſuch, 
| concludes 
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concludes for it in one Place, as well as in another. If in it ſelf it be law- 
ful in the Meſt- Indies, it is lawtul in itſelf alſo in New-England : And 
whatever is urg'd againſt /t;nerancy in New England, is only an Argument 
againſt it as needleſs, and out of Place. But let us conſider whether it be 
altogether needleſs among us. And here I will take for granted, what I | 
really believe, that the Goſpel is as faithfully preach'd in New-Emngland, as 
in any Part of the World, in the Generality of our Churches; tho', God 
knows, it is preach'd but poorly enough in many of them, which with the 
Lives of itsPreachers,has occaſioned ſome late Diſmiſſions, & probably may 
more. But ſuppoſing the Goſpel to be well preach'd, and practis'd too, 
in the Generality of our Churches; yet can it be imagin'd, that any one 
Miniſter ſhould be ſuited to the Taſte of all his Hearers? Beſides, do not 
the moſt faithful concern'd pious Miniſters find to their Sorrow, that after 
a while many poor Creatures grow Sermon- Proof, they are deaf to all the } 
Thunders of Mount Sinai, and will not hearken to the Voice of the Char- 
mer, tho* he charms never ſo wiſely ; many grow tir'd of the Houſe of } | 
God, and leave it from Sabbath to Sabbath, Month to Month, and one 
Quarter of a Year to another, Complaints of which I have frequently heard! } | 
No in this Caſe, may not the Servant of the Lord, filled with the Spirit 
of his God, go forth as it were into the High. ways and Hedges, and compel | 
ſuch to come in, that God's Houſe may be filled ? This, I am fully ſure, has, 
been theCaſe in one Place and another: and fo Perſons have been brought 
into the Order of the Goſpel; which I hope won't be objected againſt. But 
further ſtill, ſome of thoſe Perſons who had Miniſters in Contempt, and 
the Church in Abhorrence, have been alſo brought into the Faith of the 
Goſpel, and are at this Day Chriſtians, and of an upper Claſs too. They 
who a few Years paſt ſpake nothing but the Language of ſſpdod, ſpeak 
now a different Tongue, the genuine Language of Canaan, and maintain a 
Converſation in Heaven, Nor has the [tinerancy of the preſent Day reached | 
meerly to the People, in the Advantages of it, but to many of the Clergy 
themſelves. It is a common Obſcrvation, That whatever Heights the Gol | 
pel has riſen to in any Place, it has not kept its advanc'd Station Jong, | 
Miniſters habituilly thinking that to Morrow would be as this Day, have 
remitted their Watch, either in regard of themſelves, or others to be in- 
| troduc'd into the Goſpel-Miniſtry : to be ſure, this holds good in reſpect of 
! ew-England. For however eminent moſt of our Fathers were for Piety, 
| a cloſe Walk with God, and great Serviceableneſs to Men, yet that a pro- 
per Watchfulneſs over the Pulpits of New-England, has been greatly de- 
caying, is what has been and ſtill is for a Lamentation. In Conſequence of 
iÞ this Remiſneſs, many have been admitted into the Miniſtry, of inferior 
1 Knowledge, looſe Principles, and to ſay no worſe, of poor Lives ; or ra- 
| ther ſhall I ſay, that ſome have been admitted into Chriſt's Pulpits, who | 
| SD £2. perhaps 
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rhaps- were not fic 40 be received into his Church! Inſtances of 
this Nature might eaſily be produc'd, in too great Plenty: And I need 
not go far for ſome of them neither. Now to ſome ſuch Perſons has 
the Itinerancy of the preſent Day been abundantly bleſs'd( as Ten or Twelve 
of them have chearfully own'd) to bring them to a juſt Senſe of them- 
ſelves, fix them on better Principles, make them more zealous for their 
Maſter's Honour, and concerned for their People's Welfare. ---1 will go 
further yet, and ſay that. ſome of the greateſt Oppoſers of the Ttinerancy 
have declared, they look'd upon themſelves as benefitted by the Preaching 
of the Itinerants: Yea, and further ſtill, if we may believe the Hearers 
of many of the Oppoſers, even they are really better Men, and better Preachers : 
And tho'I dare not 1 down as a general Rule, yet I am prone to think 
this holds good with Regard to ſome Miniſters; and to be eaſily aceount- 
ed for: The Knowledge which has increaſed among the People, has made 
ſome Miniſters more watchful in Point of Doctrine, and the Holineſs of the 
People has made them more exemplary in their Falk, and Watchfulneſs 
over their Lives, Thus as the Itinerancy doth, as I think, tend to good 
and valuable Ends, fo thro' divine Grace, it has been happily effectual 
to them. Things that were weak, in many Places, have been ſtrength- 
ned, and thoſe which were ready to die, are in a meaſure revived;” In one 


Word, Many fooliſh Virgins have gone forth and bought Oyl, and many 


wiſe Virgins have trimmed their Lamps. - But it will here be ſaid; 
Suppoſing that a great deal of Good has been done, which has been free- 
ly acknowledged, yet has there not much Evil accompanied it? Is there 


not in many Places a lamentable Alienation of the Affections of People from 


their Miniſters, by which their U/efulneſs is greatly endangered? Vea, 
have there not been Separations among us, which are yet likely toincreaſe? 
Are there not Leude, Animoſities, Heart-burnings, Schiſms, and what not! 
---- I confeſs, I have heard that there are Diviſions in the Churches, and I part- 
ly ( yea, as to ſome I fully) believe it. But do theſe Things neceſſarily, in 
the Nature of Things, flow from the [tinerancy? Is this properly canſal of 
them? I trow Not; but rather I think, that Sin taking Occaſion by the Iti- 
nerancy, has wrought all manner of Evil. Conſidering Mr. .d as an 1tt- 
nerant, doth he preach any other Goſpel, than that which Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles have preach'd ? Were this the Caſe, I would fay with the Apoſtle, Let 
him be accurſed. But doth he not preach the ſame Faith, the ſame Lord, the 
Jame Baptiſm? Tis true indeed, he is in Labours' more abundant, in Zeal 
more flaming, and in Succeſs more remarkable : And this it is that has 
made ſuch an Uproar in Hell, and ſo much Confuſion on Earth: this has 
opened the Mouths of the profane, and fill'd the ſecret Hypocrite with In- 
dignation and Wrath, and (I fear) ſtirr'd up the Corruptions of many a 
good Man. Such Evils as theſe, as they ever were, ſo I doubt not but they ever 
will be, the cloſe Followers of enlivened Zeal and animated Piety. Thus 
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it was when the Son of God himſeif was the Preacher ; tho” he was boly, 
harmleſs, undefiled in his Perſon, and perfect ia his Example: tho” his 
Doctrine vreathed Glory to God, Peace on Earth, and Good-will towards Men, 


yet foreſeeing the Confuſions of the World, he tells his Diſciples, I am | 


come to ſend Fire on the Earth; and what will Tif it be already kindled? Thac 
is, as Dr. Doddridge paraphraſes it, After all that I have ſaid to promote 
Humanity and Charity, yet it will in Fact appear, that I am come to ſend 
“Hire upon Earth; ſo oppoliteis my Doctrine to the Prejudices and Luſts 
f Men, and ſuch are the violent Contentions that my Goſpel will occa- 


& ſion, thro the Wickedneſs of thoſe among whom it is preached: And yet 


«& what do I wiſb? that the Goſpel might be ſuppreſſed ? Nay, but I ra- 
<« ther ſay, Oh that this Tire, fierce as it ſhall be, were already kindled, by 


c the univerſal Propagation of a Religion, whoſe Bleſſings ſo 1 | 


„ counterbalance all the accidental Evils, which can attend it!“ --- 


will doubtleſs here be ſaid, our Saviour came to ſet up a new Religion in the | 
World, to make us Chriſtians : And are we not Chriſtians ? Do you not | 
your ſelf allow, that Chriſtianity is preached, and well preached too, in 


the Generality of our Churches? Tis granted, our Saviour came to ſet 


upa new Religion, and that we are called Chriſtians : But is our Saviour's | 


Religion a new Name, or a new Nature? it only a new Name, Ican hardly 
erſwade my ſelf, the Devil would have made ſo much Oppoſition to it; 
twould not have greatly diſpleaſed him, to have jewiſh Men and heatheniſh 
Practices baptiſed by a Chriſtian Name. But if the Chriſtian Religion be a 
new Nature, whenever this is like to be form'd &pro agated, I humbly con- 


ceive,it will ſtir up the Reſentment of Hell at one Time, as well as at ano- 
ther. Tis not the Form, but the Power of Godlineſs, that gives ſo muchDiſ- 


turbance to Satan. Agreeable to this, our Saviour ſays to his Diſciples, 7 
and to us in them, If ye were of the World, the World would love his own; | 
but becauſe ye are not of the World, but I have choſen you out of the World, there- | 
fore the World hateth you. Upon which the foremention'd learned and in- 


genious Author notes, This ſeems to be a ſtrong Intimation, that even 


jn Nations which profeſs Chriſtianity, if true Religion fall, as it very poſ- 
cc ſibly may, to a very low Ebb, they that exert themſelves remarkably for 
« the Revival of it, muſt on the very Principle here laid down, expect Ha- 
ce trod 8 and that the Paſſages in Scripture relating to Perſecuti- 


c gn are not ſo peculiar to the firſt Ages, or to Chriſtians living in idolatrous 


« Countries, as ſome have ſuppoſed. Would to God, the Malignity to be 

« found in ſome of us againſt our Brethren, did not too plainly illuſtrate chis 
« Remark. Men will probably experience the Truth of it, in proportion 
« tothe Degeneracy of thoſe around them, and to the Vigour and Reſolu- 
tion, with which they bear their Teſtimony againſt prevailing Errors 
«c and Vices. Vet it is certain, that the Imprudence and Bigotry of ſome | 


« very good Men has ſometimes made Matters worſe than they would 


„ otherwiſe | 
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« otherwiſe have been, and perhaps has irritated the Vices of their 
« Enemies, ſo as in Part to have been acceſſary to their own 2 | 
To ſay no more here, had the Pulpits in New- England been open to Mr. 
Mbiteſield, and had he been treated as a Brother, I cannot but think, by the 
uſual Bleſſing of God on his Miniſtry, Converſions would have been 
multiply'd, and the Churches edify'd, as I am confident they have been 
where he has met with ſuch Reception. So that whatever be the Judgment 
of others, I ſhall ever give it as mine, that tis not the Itinerancy, but the Op- 
poſition to it, that has made the Confuſions of the preſent Day. | 
If it be ſaid, after all, ſnould we give way to the [tinerancy in one Gentle- 

man whom God has peculiarly form'd and accompliſÞ'd for ſuch a Deſign, then 
where ſhall we End? May not Men of bad Principles and diſorderly Conduct inſi- 
nuate themſelves among us ? Andare we not then in Danger of being un- 
hing'd, divided and diſtracted? I reply, the Objection doth in ſome Mea- 
ſure anſwer it ſelf; for it ſpeaks of Mr. . d as one whom God has pecu- 
liarly form'd and accomplith'd for the Itinerancy: And I readily grant it, I 
never yet have met with the Man ſo peculiarly form'd for ſuch a Deſign, one 
that has a good Stock of Knowledge as a Scholar, and much more asa true 
Chriſtian, one that has a good Head, a warm Heart, a graceful Geſture, 
and a voluble Tongue, one humble towards God, and bold in Reſpect 
of his Fellow-Creatures. Tho' ſome among us may exceed that Gentle- 
man, in one or other of thoſe Particulars, I know of none that equals him in 
them all collectively. Now, if this be the Caſe, I ſay, the Argument is 
peculiarly ſtrong for receiving Mr. N- d. But I will ſuppoſe that others 
may ariſe after him, and bad Men too, becauſe this ever has been the Caſe. 
When GOD ſent forth his Prophets, the Devil had his falſe Prophets. Has 
GOD ſent forth his Son CurisT? the Devil has ſent an Antichriſt. Did 
Cukisr ſend forth his Apoſtles, and did not Satan ſend forth ſuch as ſaid the- 
were Apoſtles, and were not, but were Lyars ? What then ſhall be done? Shal 

we refute Chriſt's Apoſtles, becauſe Satan has his ? I would ſay to ſuch Ob: 
jectors, Pray Gentlemen, would you do thus by your Money? Would you 
reject a Piece of Gold, becauſe you have ſeen a brazen Thing, ſpeciouſly 
cqunterfeited ? If you were under Doubts, would you not go to.a Standard? 


| Well, let us put on the ſame Conduct with Regard to Itinerants; Try the 


Spirits by the Word of God, and the everlaſting Reaſon of Things : ſuch 
evangelical Diſpoſition, and ſuch a Behaviour, being acceptable to God, I 

cannot think we have much to fear from this Quarter. | | 
Upon the whole, I will take Leave to ask the warmOppoſers of Itineran- 
cy, what their real Tho'ts are of the Conduct & Succeſs of the Diſſenting Mi- 
niſters in England, after the famous A of Uniformity had caſt them out of 
the publick Churches, and the Law had filenc'd em. Whoever reads 
Dr. Calamy's Account of the Ejected Miniſters, will find many of them 
continuing the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, thro' all the Rigours of King 
Charles 
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Charles and King Zames's Reign: preaching the Word, publickly or pri- 
vately, here and there, wherever they could get an Auditory, wherever 
a Door of Opportunity was open'd, tho” at the ſame Time there were ma- 
ny. Adverſaries ; and notwithſtanding there were Miniſters, upon the Eſ- 
tabliſnment, ſettled every where thro' the Land, who doubtleſs thought 
they faithfully and fully preached the Goſpel.---Yet were not our ſilen- 
ced Brethren in Labours more abundant ? preaching up and down the 


Country, ſometimes every Day in the Week; and in the Times of ſtric- 


ter Reſtraint, preaching in the Night Seaſon, for Privacy, and in Caves 
and Pits, venturing their Health and Life to ſave poor periſhing Sinners. 
Often would they go out into the Lanes and common Grounds, into the 
Woods and Fields, that they might worſhip God without Moleſtation. 
They would go into deſart Places, and ſometimes continue there many 
Months, to ſpend their Pains among poor People, who were glad to have 
the Goſpel preached to them.---Yea, when thrown into Fail, for the great 
Crime of preaching the Word and adminiſtring the Sacraments, they us'd 
there to preach out of a Y/indow, to People ſtanding in the Street, and 
many acknowledg'd, they ow'd their Converſion to theſe Priſon-Sermons. 
And the [tinerant Miniſtrations, in general, are ſaid to have done great 
Service to the Intereſt of Religion; notwithſtanding the Diviſions, Con- 
ten ions, & onfuſions, by ſome ſo loudly complain'd of from Pulpit &Preſs, 
as occaſion'd thereby.---Now I would ask theOppoſers of Itinerancy, was all 
this a falſe Zeal, or not ?---Did theſe Miniſters judge rightly, or not, when 


they held themſelves bound in Conſcience, not to defiſt from their Work, 


though caſt out of the publick Churches, and ſilenc'd by Authority ?--- 
Were they chargeable ju/zly,or not, with Violence and Intruſion, when they 
preach'd in other Miniſters Pariſhes, and in any Place where the People 
deſir d them, though without the Leave of the Incumbent, and without 
any Licenſe from the Biſhop of the Dioceſs ?--- When they ſuffer'd for 
ſo doing, was it ina good Cauſe, or a bad? When any of them periſh'd 
in Priſon, did they die as Fools, or not ?--- And the Succeſs of their Mi- 
niſtry, was it true and real, or only falſe and pretended ?---- Sure I am, 
both their Conduct and Succeſs, their Labours and Sufferings, are ſpoken 
of with Applauſe, to the great Honour of their Memory, by ſuch Men as 
Mr. Barter, and Dr. Calamy, in their Hiſtories of thoſe Times. And is there 
any ſuch mighty Difference between the Itinerancy of that Day, andthe 
Itinerancy of our Day, as to render the ſame Thing a Crime now, which 
was a Virtue then ?---Bur if they will nct allow theſe Caſes to be paral- 
lel, what do theſe Gentlemen think of Mr. Baxter, Mr. Lorimer, Mr. 
Billio, and others, who in Times of Publick Indulgence & Liberty, never 
had a ſettled Congregation, and would accept of no Paſtoral Care, but re- 
mained Miniſters at large, only aſſiſting their Brethren occaſionally ? ho 
| preac 
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preach'd at a Variety of Places, as they were invited, and were ſome of 
them conſtantly employ'd. Dr. Calamy ſays of Mr. Billio, in particular; 
«© That he preach'd /ix or ſeven Times a Week; and his Preaching did 
« much Good. There are in many Parts of Eſſex ſuch as own him to 
e have been their ſpiritual Father.” Mr. Machin was another uſeful Itine- 
rant. So Mr. Oaſland, one of thoſe whom Mr. Baxter recommended 
for a Lecturer, to confront the Devil's Itinerants, in the Time of the 
Interregnum, and who was favour'd with ſurprizing Succeſs. Of whomDr. 
Calamy gives this Account. © He was as lively, fervent, and moving 


a Preacher as any in the County: Who rode about from Place to 


“ Place, preaching fervently, and winning many Souls to God; beſides 
« his very great Labours among his own People, publickly and from 
« Houſe to Houſe. After he was caſt out, he ſtill continued preachin 

«© up and down privately, where he could get Opportunity, with Zea 

« and Diligence.---In the very hotteſt Part of King Charles's Reign, he 
cc preach'din Leiceſterſhire, Northamptonſhire, Herefordſbire, Warwickſhire, 
« HWorceſterſbire, Staffordſhire, and Shropſhire. But when the Indulgence 
« wasgranted, he confin'd himſelf to the four latter Counties; in which 
& there are many to whom his Memory to this Day is precious, and 
“ who can with Pleaſure tell the Time and the Place and the Text he 
„ preach'd on, that firſt occaſion'd their minding Religion in earneſt. 
“ Some have cried out, in the Congregation, and a ſleepy Hearer was 
«© ſeldom ſeen, under his Miniſtry.” Now what do the Gentlemen that 
oppoſe Itinerancy, think of this Mr. Oaſland ? Do they really think him 
in a wrong Way, while travelling about, preaching from Place to Place? 
Do they reallythink, he had no ſuch Succeſs as is reported of him? Or do 
they really think his Succeſs no Argument of God's owning him? What 
do they;make of this Saying of Dr. Calamy's? © I confeſs, with me, Suc- 


1 * ceſs is the beſt Proof of Gop's owning any Man as a Miniſter.” 


But I now paſs, 
II. To conſider the Conduct of our Itinerant. Had it not been for ſome 
Things in the Utinerant, we ſhould, I believe, have had little objected to 


the Itinerancy. 


Here I cannot but confeſs my Aſtoniſhment at an Objection rais'd a- 
gainſt him by ſome Gentlemen, That in England he is a Churchman, in 
Scotland a Kirkman, here he is a Diſſenter, and there an Anabaptijt : That 
is, he has Communion with all thoſe Churches, and theref re ought to 
have Communion with none. Whatever of Form there is in thefe Ob- 
jections, I am ſure, there is no Comelineſs. *Tis a plain Confeſſion, that 
they who make it, are Slaves to a Scheme of Diſcipline, and the Bigots 
of a Party-Religion. For my own Part, I never thought, any. Man a- 


ONE 
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one, or refuſe Communion to another. Dr. Mather, I remember ſpeaks 
of Perſons of ſeven different Perſwaſions as ſitting down together at the 
Table of the Lord in his Church; and glories in theSight, and fo ſhould I 
too, little thinking that it will be ask'd in the Day of Judgment, whether 
I was Churchman, or Diſſenter. Faith in Chriſt, manifeſted by an Holy 
Life, will( I believe) be the Term of God's Acceptance, and therefore 
ſhall be of mine. Excellently well did Mr. Mrd anſwer ſuch Bigots as 
would have impriſoned him within their Churches, when he told 'em, that 


he had but one Deſign, which was to bew Stones for the Temple of God, and 


leave him to lay them where he pleas'd. However then this Objection 
may alienate him from others, I am ſure it indears him to me. 

Again, the Populace is alarmed with this Suggeſtion, that Mr. V.. d 
is a perjur'd Man. How ſo ? becauſe being cenſured by Commiſſary 
/ Garden, he appeal'd home to his Majeſty in the High Court of Chance- 
ry, and gave Oath to the Proſecution of ſuch Appeal ; but has intirely 
neglected it.---- Thus the poor People by a few crafty il|-deſigning Men, 
are gulled into a Belief, that Mr. .-: d is a vile abominable Creature, 
and ſo ſhut their Ears againſt him. But is not his Righteouſneſs clear 
as the Light, and does it not appear by a bare Narration of the Caſe ? 
The Truth of which is, Mr, J/---d4 being ſummoned before Mr. Com- 
miſſary Garden, to anſwer for ſome ſuppoſed Miſdemeanors, exhibited 
ſome Exceptions againſt the Commiſſary as Judge, and then choſe three 


Arbitrators, as in ſuch Caſe is provided, leaving it to the Commiſſary to 


chooſe three more, whoſe Award was to determine him guilty, or not 
guilty : Mr. Commillary refuſed the Exceptions. Upon which Mr. 
}Y/---d appeal'd Home, and gave Oath to proſecute his Appeal in twelve 


Months ; accordingly he went Home, and exerted himſelf to the utmoſt | 
to get a Hearing (which he now proves by an Affidavit, taken before the | 


Lord Mayor of London by himſelf and his Sollicitor) but all in vain. 
What is there then, in all this, that concludes againſt Mr. N- -d? Was 
the Court, to which Mr. J/---d appeal'd, ſenſible or ſuſpicious of any 


Offence in him? Or were their Lordſhips engaged in Mr. Nds 
Cauſe ſo far as not to condemn the Guilty? A manifeſt Contempt is 
put upon Mr. Commiſſary Garden's Proſecution : But Mr. Md muſt 
be allow'd to ſtand Rectus in Curia, his Enemies themſelves being | 


Judges. | 
We now come to another ObjeCtion againſt Mr. J/---d, and that ſhall 
be Argumentum Pecuniarium. Objections of this Nature are generally 


pretty ſtrong : If People can but be convinced, that they have loſt 
their Moneys, that their Moneys are embezzled, which they conſecrated | 
to pious Uſes, popular Clamour muſt be ſuppoſed to rife high. Accor- | 
dingly 'tis faid, Mr. }/---d received a great Deal of Money in Behalf of | 
the Orphans in Georgia ; for which he promiſed to be accountable - | 
1 | the 
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the Disburſments of it; but no ſuch Account has been exhibited.---- I 
would ask ſuch Gentlemen, in the firſt Place, Mat do you think he has 
done with the Money? Has he bought Houſes and Lands? Pray where 
are they? If he has made ſuch Purchaſes, he muſt have purchaſed them 
of Some- Body; there muſt have been Inſtruments drawn, that would 
have paſt through the Hands of Lawyers, Clerks, Recorders: Had he 
then been that wicked Man, that is ſuggeſted, muſt he not have been in 
Danger of being detected, eſpecially conſidering. the Enmity of the 
World againſt him, and how much that Perſon would be careſs'd and 
applauded, who ſhould expoſe him to the juſt Reſentments of the World? 
Or have you Malice enough (Gentlemen) to ſuppoſe, that all thoſe 
Perſons have confederated with Mr. e. d in the ſuppoſed Villany ? Con- 
ſider (Gentlemen) whether while Mr. V d, at leaſt in the general Courſe 
of his Life, appears cloſely to walk with God, whether (I ſay) your Ob- 
jections againſt Mr. V... -d do not prove that great Corruption in you, 
which you vainly endeavour to father upon him.----Further here, a few 
Months paſt Mr. .-. d was ſuppoſed to be hovering upon the Verge 
of Eternity, when he ſet his Houſe in Order, and made his Will, how 


much then do you think he gave to ſatisfy for the Sin of his Soul? or how 
much bad he to give? not ſo much as one of our Clergy, in a pitiful: 


Pariſh, ſupported by an Hundred a Year, Old Tenor.----But to be more 
direct, in Anſwer to the Objection, let me ſay, that Accounts of Money, 
received aud disburſed, have been already publiſhed, both in England 
and Scotland ; when he began with accounting for ſix Pences and Shil- 
lings, but it being like to ſwell the Accounts to a great Bulk and Price, 
he at the Deſire of his Friends, whe ſuggeſted that his Honeſty was ne- 
ver called in Queſtion, went from a particular to a more general Ac- 
count. Theſe Accounts, Copies of which are numerous in other Places, 
and ſome of them are among ourſelves,did in the bare Publication of them 
amount to no leſs than thirty-fivePoundsSterling, Expence. And is not this all 
that Mr. .- promiſed? and all that could rationally be expected frem. 


a Man whoſe Honeſty had not been us'd to be called in Queſtion ? ---- ©. 


But by this Time I ſuppoſe another Objection is at Hand: and ſome are 
ready to ſay, Is the Man fit to have the Care of Orphans, who takes that 


Money which we conſecrated to their Support & Comfort, and proſtitutes it to the 


Support of his own Character ?----Poor Gentleman, how much are you to 


be pitied ! if you publiſh your Accompts, you ſteal from the Orphans : 


and if not, you muſt be look'd upon as a general Thief, that picks the 
Pockets of the World.---But rather more unhappy they, who ſeem reſo- 
lute that they never will be ſatisfy'd, and then demand Satisfaction. Is 
not ſuch a Conduct too near akin to that of them, who of Old faid to 
the great Saviour of the World, Come down from the Crofs, and we will 


believe thee ! that is, Do what muſt not (cannot ) be conſiſtent with the 
Deizgn 
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Deſign and Office of the Meſſiah, and then we will believe that thou 

art he, and will not hoꝶł for another. But I paſs to ſome other Exceptions. a 
A frequent Objection, is, That Mr. }-----d is an Enthuſiaſt. But ar 

ſure I am, if Mr. J/----d has no other Evidence bro't againſt him, than ci 

what I find in that Piece which is the Produce of the College, he is far V 

leſs of an Enthulſiaſt, than ſome even of his Friends have apprehended him. g 

Mr. H---d has taken Notice of ſome Dreams: and I believe there are but ar 


ſew Perſons, who in the Courſe of twenty or thirty Years have not met fu 
with ſome worthy their Notice, how great a Contempt ſoever they have V 
of Dreams in general. Lis granted, that Dreams ordinarily ariſe from g 


a Multitude of Buſineſs, as Solomon ſuggeſts: but doth not Elihu tell us, 
that God ſpeaketh to Man in a Dream, as well as in other Manners? And P 
tho' I profeſs no Fondneſs for Dreams in general, I would offer it to * 
Conſideration, Why the Spirit of God ſhould take Care to record the 
Dream of Pilate's Wife, reſpecting our Saviour. To beſure ſhe took | 
Notice of this, if ſhe diſregarded all that ever ſhe had before. Beyond 
all Queſtion, the Dream was from God: And doth it not look as if God 
would have had Pilate taken ſome Notice of it, as well as his Wife? And © 
doth it not ſeem to be ſet down, as an Aggravation of his Guilt, that 
he did not? But tis ſaid, that Mr. .d condufts himſelf by his B 
Dreams. One would think, that the Meaning of this is, that this he © 
doth cuſtomarily and profeſſedly ; or makes a Bible of his Dreams. By | © 
all Means then, let him be rejected! But how is it proved? Why, Mr. © 
M.. d pray'd, that God would open a Door to viſit the Priſoners ; quick- b 
ly after, he dreamt that one of the Priſoners came to be inſtructed by him; tl 
the Dream was impreſt upon his Heart, and in the Morning he went to 2 
the Door of the Goal. --- But has Mi? V. -d told us, that his Dream was me 
in anſwer to his Prayer, and that his Conduct was directed by his Dream? © 


It will be ſaid here, How came he to go to the Goal? And J anſwer, þ it 
In Conſequence of that Concern which he had for the Priſoners, which te 
was the Ground of his Prayer. And indeed, had he been guided by his ut 
Dream, he muſt have kept at home, waiting for the Priſoner, and not gone p 


to him. But you will ſay here, Could the poor Priſoner come to Mr. fi 

Nd? 1 anſwer, Let the Priſoner look to that: Mr. V. d muſt } b 

(ex Hypotheſi) keep cloſe to his Dream.--- After all, My Affection to Mr. v 

Med has not fo far brib'd my Judgment, as to think him intirely u 

free from all Appearance of Enthuſtaſm- Some Expreſſions of his ſa- re 

5 vour too apparently of it: which, I believe, he will readily acknow- | C 
| ledge. Bur further, I muſt ſay, that in my Acquaintance with the Per- | 
ſons and Writings of Men of great Piet), I have met with an apparent b 

Tincture of Enthuſiaſm, as truly as in Mr. }/----d; and yet their Per- "$ 

ſons and Labours were always had in Eſteem and Honour. A renow- | F 

ned Doctor, I remember, had a ſtrong Impreſſion upon his Mind, that 
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a particular Few would certainly be converted to the Chriſtian Religion: 
and this he retain'd, till upon the Death of the Man in the Jeiſb Prin- 
ciples, his Friend wrote to him, — And now Dr. where are your Propbheſies? 
Whoever reads Mr. Flavel, cannot but take Notice of a certain Dream that 

reatly affected him. Dr. Hammond was far enough from an Enthuſiaſt, 
and yet Dr. Fell in his Life mentions a wonderful Dream, that as wonder- 
fully affected the Dr. In like manner Dr. Calamy in his Life of the great 
Mr. Howe, informs us of his having recorded in the Frontiſpiece of his 
Bible © a moſt raviſhing and delightful Dream he had one Morning; 
which he often afterwards with great Complacency reflected on, as a very ſignal 
Pledge of ſpecial Divine Favour vouchſafed to him on that memorable Day.“ 
Mr. Henry, no Enthuſiaſt in his general Character, has likewiſe (in his Diary) 


recorded a Dream, that made a great Impreſſion upon him; $a. Mr. Henry 


having given an Account of a great Victory, concludes with ſaying, “Thus 
* hath God anſwered the Prayers even of me.” And in another Place 
takes Notice, That on the Day which was folemnized as a Day of 
„ Thankſgiving, the Garriſon of Oftend marched out.“ And had not Mr. 
Baxter (the furtheſt from Enthuſiaſm ) a remarkable Impulſe in preaching, 
to declare his Belief of ſome notable Judgment ſpeedily. coming on a parti- 
cular Place, where he then was? And hundreds of other Inſtances might 


| eaſily be bro't, relating to Perſons of the greateſt Piety and ſolid Judgment, 


beſure ſuch as (notwithſtanding theſe Inſtances) never were branded as En- 
thuſiaſts. Indeed I have ſometimes tho't Men of eminent Pzety to be in 
eminent Danger of Enthuſiaſm : for while the Wicked regard not the Lord, 
nor the Operation of his Hands, a remarkably good Man has Communion with 
God in Providences, as well as Ordinances,and having at ſome Times, found 
ſtrong Impreſſions on his Mind, with regard (e.g.) to ſuch and ſuch Bleſſings 
to be beſtowed, theſe he carries to the Throne of Grace, there earneſtly and 
importunately urges. his Caſe with God; and by and by abſerving the Diſ- 
penſations of Providence, he underſtands ihe Loving-kindneſs of the Lord, and 
finds that God has given him a remarkable Anſwer of Prayer. Now this 
being the Caſe, which, I believe, none that have any Converſation in Hea- 
ven, will doubt of, the Man hereafter finding ſome other ſtrong Impreſſions 
upon his Mind, in themſelves not contrary to the Word of God, is two 
ready to look upon theſe as of a Divine Original, and to expect further 


Communications from God. All this may: ( I think) caſily be ſuppoſed, with- 


out any the leaſt Charge upon Religion, which countenances no Enthufraſm; 
but it reſults from the Meałneſs of the Man, ſecretly mixing itſelf with the 
Graces of the Cbriſtian. And perhaps this may have been Mr. H d's 
Foible. He has had, I believe, as many remarkable Anſwers of. Prayer, as any 
of us: Yet very poſſibly he may have at ſome times miftaok his ownlma- 
gination for a Divine Impreſſion. But let me aſk the Gentlemen, who are 
| C Ds ſo 
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ſo fierce in their Attack on Mr. V-, Is the Run of Mr. J/—4's Diary, or 
the Courſe of his Preaching, ſuch as diſcovers him to have any fight Fho't rx 
of the Word of God, or tends to draw off others from their Regards to it? u 
If he has had any ſtrong Impreſſions on his own Mind, doth he immediately 5 


conclude them of a divine Extract? or doth he not, only, lay them up in his | x 
Mind, and leave it with the Providence of God,inSubordination to his Word. | 
to put the Conſtruction upon them? When lately preaching at the Rev. 13 
Dr. Sewwa{F's, upon a Walk with God, as he then urged a ſtrict Obſervance «# 
of God's providential Dealings, fo I well remember, that he directed to the | +4 
greateſt Care in comparing God's Providence with his Word, without which | 
we were 1n the greateſt Danger. And this being the Caſe, what have we | « 


tence, or at Moſt a Fear where'no Fear is? — 
A like Objèction is bro't againſt Mr. J/—4 for talking of inward Feel- 
inge. But where is the Ground of this Objection? Do we not ſenſibly 


to apprehend not ſuch a Preacher? Is not all ſuch Fear but a meer Pre- 
; 
feel the Corruption of our fallen Nature? And why may not the real Chri- | 
lf 


ſtan as ſenſibly feel the Graces of the divine Nature? Do we not feel an | 
evil Spirit working in us; feel our Pride, our Paſſion, our Enmity to God, | 
and his People? And why may we not feel the Motions of a good Spirit, 
inkindling our Repentance, raiſing a Flame of Love to God, and all that 
reſemble him? Have not many of us felt the Spirit of Bondage, filling 
our Conſciences with Remorſe, and our Souls with Diſtreſs? fo that with | 
the Pſalmiſt, we have cried out, Thy Wrath lieth hard upon me; or with | 
Cain, My Puniſhment is greater than I can bear. Now in what Senle this 
Wrath doth lie hard upon us, without being felt, or how it is that this Pu- 
niſhment is intolerable, and yet not ſo much as felt, I confeſs I underſtand not. 
And why may we not feel the Spirit of Adoption, as well as the Spirit of 
Bondage? Why not feel the Peace of our Conſciences, as well as their | 

Remorſe ? Why not feel the Love of God ſhed abroad in our Hearts, as 
well as the Love of the Creature? And why not feel a 7% in God? Surely | 

as the Rev. Pre/ident has told us in his Convention-Sermon, © The Saint may | 
ce feel this very ſenſibly, and it is aJoy unſpeakable and full of Glory. —But | 
we are yet told, that this Metaphor of Feeling is too groſs. Why ſo? is it 
becauſe the Object of feeling is applied to the Organ? But is not this the 
Caſe alſo in Taſting? We can ſee Things at a Diſtance, but not taſte them - 
But mayn't we, not only:ſze,but alſo zafte,that the Lord is good & gracious? 
Let the Pſalmiſt and St. Peter be the Judges. Fſal. 34. 8. 1Pet.2.3.—To ſay 
no more here, Will ſuch Gentlemen pleaſe to examine themſelves, whether 
they don't feel the Corruptions of a bad Spirit, while they are taxing Mr. 
W—4 for ſpeaking of inward feeling, and feeling the Spirit of God ? For 
my own Part, I would not give an Half-penny for a Religion that could 
not be felt. 


But 
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But to riſe in our Objections, let us in the next Place conſider that which 
relates to the COLLEGES ; concerning which Mr. H—8. fays, I brlieve ii 
may be ſaid of them, their Light is now become Darineſs, Darkneſs that may 
be felt. On Account of this Expreſſion, Mr. Ia has in common Con- 
verſation been tax'd as a lying Fellow, by many from whoſe Lips we might 
have expected more of the Law of Kindneſs,& Speech ſeaſoned withSalt, And 
in a Pamphlet from Harvard. College, we find him jcharg'd with Slander 
and Falſbood. I confeſs, that upon the firſt View of that Piece, I could hardly 
perſwade myſelf to believe it the genuine Produce of the College. Firſt, 
becauſe the Performance did not ſeem equal to the Ingenuity and good Senſe 
of the Subſcribers, eſpecially of ſeveral of them. Secondly, becauſe the 
Spirit of it did not equal the Idea which I had of their Chriſtianity, And 


* Thirdly, Becauſe the Stile of it did not appear perfectly harmanious with 


what I find deliver'd by the very worthy: Pre/dent in his excellent Sermon 
preach'd before the Convention. For there thoſe Inward Feelings are aſ- 
ſerted (ſee Sermon, P. 34, ) which in the Pamphlet from Cambridge are con- 
demn'd. There Mr. V (undoubtedly) 1s repreſented as a piqus and 


valuable Man of God, who thro' his abundant Labeurs had been greatly 


inſtrumental in reviving a bleſſed Mort; in which many, no Doubt, bad veen 


ſavingly converted from the Error af their Ways, many more convicted, and 


all in a Meaſure rouſed from their Lethargy. (SeeSermanP.23,) Whereas in 
the College-Teſtimony he is repreſented as Cenſorious, Slanderous, Raſh, Arro- 
gant, guilly of a wicked and libellous Faljhoed And although in the Ser- 
mon the Preſident @fſares his Audience, that the Society hath not Agſer ved the 
ſper/ions which have of late been made upon it, yet he Report,; diſadvan- 


tageous as it was, he doubted not, procceded from a godly: rFealouſy: for the 
| Chirches of Chriſt, which are ſupply'd from the College. I could hardly 


think that a Gentleman, who doubted not of the godly Jealouſy, in which 


Mr. Mea had deliver'd ſome Miſtakes, would fo: ſeverely,inyeigh againſt 


him, as in the'Teſtimony. However, inaſmuch as the Gentlemen gf the 


College have not diſowned it, we muſt conſider it as heirs. And yet I 
cannot find, that Circumciſion availeth much, or Vncircumciſion, to the Proof 


of the Charges alledg'd againſt Mr. }/—4,; I ſay, they don't avail much; 
for as to Mr. M—a's Expreſſion, I declare it to have been even diſagreea- 
ble to me, as it tended to diſcourage the Growth of the College, which ever 


was, and J hope, ever will be one of the Glories of the Land : but yet 1 


cannot think, that the Expreſſion will juſtify that Load of Iufam, that is 
laid on Mr. J/—d, He tells us, that e believes it may be ſaid of the U- 
ni verſities, '&c : and who will ſay, he doth not believe it? When that is 
fully prov'd, I will ſubſcribe to the Charge of Falſbood and Lying : Vet 


methinks, that /of/zing\ Exprefſion, ſhould vindicate him from the Charge 
of Zying. But ſtill it is faid, that what is ſpoken is falſe in-71ſelf, & Mr. 


-d's 
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Has Inſinuation is Alanderous. Yet, however, the Perſon may be a 
Man of ſtrict Truth, that utters what is in itſelf a Falſbood, when it doth not 
appear to him to be fo : And if thelnſinuation be ſlanderous, doth the Slan- 
der neceſſarily fall upon Mr. }/—4 ? Every Body knows, that Mr. VA 
had no Opportunity of contracting a full Knowledge of the State of the 
College by his own Obſervation, but whatever Thoughts he had of ir, 
muſt be all borrowed from the Information of others: and if his Informers 


have not dealt juſtly by the College, Mr. W/—d muſt be miftaken, as the 


honoured Preſident e himſelt in hisSermon: Yet why ſhould he now 
be fo ſeverely charged as in the Teſtimony ? But then I ask, whether Mr. 
- might not hin himſelf ſecure againſt Miſtake it ſelf, conſider- 
ing his [nformers : Theſe, ſo far as I can learn, were partly among thoſe 
who had the Tuition of the College, partly thoſe that had the Overſight of 
it, and partly thoſe that were Pupils in it. Now, would not any Man ſup- 
poſe fuch Gentlemen to have a pretty juſt Knowledge of the State of the 
College, and fo were able to lead Mr. -d into a proper Conception of 
it? And what could induce ſuch Gentlemen to give an Account of the 
College injurious to it, and falſe in itſelf ? Eſpecially when it might eaſily 
have been imagined, that Mr. Y/—#4 would be called upon to declare his 
Informers. However, I will not labour in Proof of the Point one Way 
or other: but yet venture to ſay, that unleſs real and ſubſtantial Godlineſs 
was better underſtood and practiſed within a few Years after I left the 
College, than when I was there, the College in general might juſtly be ſaid to 
be in Darkneſs.” | Accordingly one Tutor, &one Profeſſor,were quickly after 
- diſcarded: for [mmoralities ; another Tutor declares himſelf a Stranger at 
that Time to any true vital Piety. And for my own Part, had I no more Re- 
ligion after I left the College, than J had there, I might have ſold my Right 
to Heaven for a Meſs of Pottage, and been a Gainer by the Bargain. The 
'Fruth is, the controverted Points in Divinity were frequently Matters of 
Debate: but theſe were conſider'd as Technical Things, or Matters of meer 
| Speculation : we dwelt much upon the Shell of Religion; but little regar- 
ded the Pearl of great Price. However, all this is to be underſtood of the 
Society in general, not in the leaſt reflecting on ſome particular Perſons, 
ho I doubt not were Men of ſtrict Piety : much leſs would I be under- 
© ſtood to reflect on the worthy Prefident, the Profeſſor of Divinity, and 


ſome others in Place, who then did, and do now ſhine the Ornaments of 


their reſpective Stations. | 
Upon the whole now, the Queſtions before us ſeem to be two. Firſt, 
Whether what Mr. J- has delivered, was true in itſelf ? And Secondly, 
Whether on that Suppoſition the Truth was to be ſpoken ? As to the firſt, I 
| believe; it muſt be allow'd, that whatever faithful Care was taken of the 
College, in religious Things (which I know little or nothing of) Religion 
| was 
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was at a lom Ebb, among the Students in general. And if the Caſe were 


otherwiſe, the Slander muſt fall chiefly on Mr. J/—d"'s Informers. And 


upon the Suppoſition of the Truth of what Mr. I ſaid, I only aſk, Whe- 
ther it was not a Piece of Service, more acceptable to God, and likely to be 
more beneficial to the College, to ſpeak of its real Darkneſs,than to conceal this 
Darkneſs by repreſenting him as a Slanderer ? By ſhewing the College its 
true State, might there not be ſome Proſpect of its being brought out of 
Darkneſs into a marvellous Lt? And ſure this muſt be allow'd a more 
charitable Zeal, than by endeavouring to vindicate the Honour of the 
College, to keep it in that imaginary Light, which is really but Darkneſs. 
Doubtleſs our Saviour diſcovered more Charity to Sardis, when he let her 
know her dying State, than her Neighbours, in whoſe Reputation ſhe was 
alive. However, I am no Judge in this Matter; but yet as far as it relates 
to Mr. Va, cannot but conclude him greatly excuſable, if not intirely 
juſtifiable, _. | | 

I think it proper to add here, that I am ſorry, the Gentlemen of the 
College in their Teſtimony have forgotten to acknowledge, for the Glory 
of Divine Grace, thoſe remarkable Impreſſions on the Students, four Years 
ago, by the Bleſſing of God on Mr. Wh:tefield*s Preaching to them. The 


Rev.Mr. Appleton, the worthy Paſtor of Cambridge, in his printed Diſcourſe 


from 1Cor. 3. 6. © Occaſioned by the late powerful and awakening Preaching 
of the Rev. Mr. WaiTEFlELD,” I find making the following Remarks, 
(Page 21 and 22.) which it mayn't be amiſs to repeat. It has been 
« (ſays he) but a dead and dull Time with us on ſpiritual Accounts of ate, 
« but ſmall Additions made to the Church, but few coming in to own 
e the Covenant, and give themſelves up to Gop. But bleſſed be Gop, 
e there ſeems now ſome Revival among us, there are more affected, awa- 
„ kened, and convinced, and put upon their Duty, than is common a- 
« mong us: The Word preached ſeems to have come with greater Pow- 
“er upon the Souls of People, eſpecially of the younger Sort. I have 
„ planted, Mr. WaiTEFiELD has watered, and Gop has given ſome In- 


„ creaſe. I mention the Name of that young Apollos, becaule the moſt 


e of thoſe, that are to be received to the Communion and Fellowſhip of 
e the Saints, have declared to me, what powerful Influence hrs fervent 
* Preaching had upon them. And ſurely we ought to rejoice and give 
« Gop the Glory, whenever he accompanies his preached Word, or any 


of his Ordinances, with Power into the Souls of any.— And now how 


e ſhould we all join our fervent Prayers for further Increaſe ! Let us look 
e upon what we ſee this Day, as the Firſt fruits; and let us be encourag- 
<« ed to hope and pray, and uſe our utmoſt Endeavours, that there may be 
4 a more glorious Harveſt, by another Seaſon.” —Here in the Margin is 
inſerted this Note,— *© Nov. 30. [1740.] the Day on which this Sermon 
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*© was preached, ſeven Perſons were admitted to full Communion with the | os 
** Church : Eight propounded the next Seaſon ; and a much greater Number uit 
than both theſe in the College, and in the Town (eſpecially of young Peo- 1 
ple) under very remarkable Convictions, and a general Seriouſneſs and _ 
Concern among Perſons of all Ages. — We have this Account confirm'd | 5" 
by Col. Brattle of Cambridge, in what he publiſh'd ſome Months after- | 2 © 
ward, in the Boſton-Gazette for April 20. and Fune 29. 1741. from whence Pec 
T think it worth while to tranſcribe ſome memorable Lines. This worthy | W: 
Gentleman, tho? he had been endeavouring to vindicate the College in Cam- | 99 
bridge againſt the Reflections in Mr. Whitefield's Journal, yet is fo impar- Sur 
"if tial as to ſay in his firſt Paper as follows. — Before I leave the College, I Mr 
a beg Leave to obſerve, that by Mr. WaiTEeFIELD's and TENNENT'S LO! 
© Preaching, there, the Scholars in general, have been wonderfully .wro't m 
upon, and their Enquiry now is, What ſhall we do to be ſaved 2 Some, Sel 
a believe, have lately been ſavingly brought home to God: Theſe Gen- TI 
9 tlemen have planted, Mr. Appleton hath watered ; and a bleſſed Water- tha 
1 e ing lit hath been : But after all, ,was God who gave the Increaſe,” — bal 
And in the Cloſe of his ſecond Paper, being a Vindication of the former to 
againſt ſome Remarks made upon it, he thus addreſſes the Author of thoſe Ex 
Remarks If Mr. Vpitgſteld, you, or any other Perſon, will be ſo friend- Sl. 
/ as to convince them [he Tutors] of paſt Errors, and of the moſt ha 
% proper Methods to promote the beſt Intereſts of the College for the ha 
future, they will be thankful to you for it, and will aſſuredly comply £0 
with it; though it comes from an Enemy to them and the College, for Tri 
ſuch ah one you moſt certainly are, for even where the Glory. of God is ha. 
concerned you will be ſilent, left the World ſhould thin of the College M. 
| different from what Mr. 7/Þ:tefie!d had repreſented it. Hence it is, that be: 
0 yon made no Mention of that jo GENERAL REFORMATION in the Lives Nl 
* * and Manners of the Scholars; for which the Overſeers thought it proper 
* to ſet apart the Forenoon of this Day | June 12. 1741. ] humbly to bleſs | ta 
* and praiſe the God of all Grate for his abundant Mercy to that Society.“ — TEK 
T ſhall but add here, Mr. Whit-fe!d was as forward to take Notice of this Fu 
Reformation, as of the former Degeneracy of the College; and quickly T 
wrote a Letter to the Students, dated July 25. 1741. and publiſh'd in the 5 
27ͤöͤÄ—ñ , . BUNING%T 
And ſo ] paſs to conſider another Article againſt Mr. W-, reſpectiuũg | 2 
his Aſperſions on the Mix IS TRV; the Gererality of whom he is ſald to 
repreſent as unconverted Men. Upon this there is a general Cry, Scanda- 
lum Mag natum, and a great Deal of eccleſiaſtical Rage has been vented. 4¹ 
But Tartiene Animis Cœleſtibus Jræ! Has Mr. W—d any where pronounced JY 
this the real State of the Miniſtry ? No, but has only ſaid that he Frars it, Ne 
as fit T miſtake not) the Fxpreſſion is. Well, but what doth he ground — 
| | his 
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his Fears upon, when he is not acquainted with one 20th Part of the Mi- 
niſtry? Yet. might he not have received Information from wiſe, faithful, 
zealous Men ?—But you ſay, the Information was falſe. Why, then let 
the Sanger, as in the foregoing Caſe, fall upon his Informers.— But ſtill, 
is ſuch a Conduct to be zolerated in any Gentleman, and is not the Tenden- 
cy of it, to beget Jealouſies and hard Thoughts of Miniſters among their 
People, and has not this been the Caſe in Fact? I anſwer, if what Mr. 
W fears, be true in itſelf, I think it not only tolerable, but even praiſe- 


. | evorthy in him to ſpeak of it. As to any Tendency it has to beget evil 


Surmiſings & hard Thoughts of particular Perſons, I know of none, unleſs 
Mr. W- had pretended to diſtinguiſh Egypt from Goſhen, making Applica- 
tion to Individuals. Nor do I know of any Tendency it ought to have, 
in Relation to Miniſters, unleſs to quicken our Watchfulneſs, excite us to 
Self-Examination, and bring us to reſolve with the Philoſopher, when hard 
Things were ſaid of him, I will live (ſays he) in ſuch a Manner as 
that the World ſhall not believe them.“ Methinks, this would nobly 
ballance all the Danger of hard Thoughts among our People. And as 

to any that have queſtioned the State of their Miniſters, meerly on ſuch 
Expreſſions of Mr. W—4's, I never yet met with the Man. Tis true, I 
grant, when many have known their Miniſters load Mr. W—4 with 
hard Cenſures, ſevere Invectives, and all poſſible Obloquy, when they 
have feen them bar their Pulpit-Doors againſt him, which were open 
to poor miſerable Creatures; while to them he appears to preach the 
Truth as it is in Feſus, and to be himſelf a kind of living Goſpel, and: they 
have felt the Word of God come with Power to their Souls under his 
Miniſtrations; while this, I ſay, has been the Caſe, many I believe have 
been brought to queſtion the State of their own Miniſters: and truly I do 
not much wonder at it. But if Mr. W—4 has in/innated any Thing as 
if many Miniſters were unconveried, what need they, by the Umbrage 
taken at the Inſinuation, pave the Way to the Proof of it? If he had 


made the Charge, I think, he is not half ſo faulty, as ſome who by their 


Virulence have produced the Evidence of their own Condemnation. 


This is to imitate the Jes, who keep in their own Hands the Records that 
condemn them. However, that I may ſoften Matters, ſhall I ſay, that 


Mr. Nd has confeſs'd his Expreſſion, relating to unconverted Miniſters, 
to be too anguarued? (See Anſwer to Dr. Chauncy, p. 9.) And for my own 
Part, whatever Mr. H fears, I on the contrary hope, and believe too, 
that a great, yea, the greater Part of the Miniſtry of this Land preach a a 
known and felt CHRIST. Nor doth any Part of the Earth, I believe, en- 
joy a greater Proportion of wiſe, faithful, pious and judicious Minitters. 
Notwithſtanding which, I doubt not, there 1s a confiderable Number of 


poor miſerable Creatures, that have no Heart in their Work, nor Concern 
; | | to 
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to anſwer the End and Deſign of it: Some there are, admirable at driving | hit 

a Bargain, and would well become a Warehouſe ; others who make a pro- | of th: 

per Figure in a Field, & are probably moſt ſucceſsful there; ſome of looſe |} Flea | 

Principles; and ſome of not very ſtrict Lives. And to be ſure, *tis-no | ing t 

great Wonder, if ſuch Gentlemen as theſe are the great Oppoſers of Mr. | the ! 

WZ: for the Reaſoning is eaſy, if Mr. W—# is right, we have been in Watt 

the wrong all our Days. And therefore ſaid Mr.Sacerdos in Foro the other || Ends 

Day, Mr. W—4's preaching every Day, and being always engag'd in | great 

Religion, condemns me, who have been all this Week ö running Goods, tion 

and yonder three Hogſheads of Sugar, which I have been trying to ſell | ways 

1 to good Account this Fortnight, weigh heavy with Guilt : but who can bi. 
# bear to be condemn'd ! — In a Word, however honourably the Clergy in Mr. 
general deſerve to be ſpoken of, yet ſo many are there of a contrary || ſerv: 
Character, that I can't but think Mr. W—4 very excuſable, while he expreſ- | Prea 

ſes his Fears about an unconverted Miniſtry, provided his Information be moſt 
good, and his Fears juſtly grounded: Yea, and not only excuſable, but | almc 
| * commendable too, in being jealous for his God. And therefore while others low, 
| are manifeſting their angry Reſentments, I take this Opportunity to ex- like 
preſs my Gratitude to Mr. W- 4 for his great Concern about the Mini- he 15 

ſters of Chriſt's Kingdom, which I hope has been no Differvice to me. | The 

I add, The Gentlemen of the College would have turn'd Mr. W—74's 

Feten without the Uſe of Notes, into an Objection againſt him; as if = 

he preach'd in an extempore manner, without any Study or Meditation, 7 

and in a moſt /azy manner, offering that which coft: him nothing. — But this (Tas 
Reflection equally holds againſt the venerable firſt and ſecond Generations bee 


of Miniſters in New-Ezgland,who all (or moſt of them) preach'd in the like _ 
Way. And this invidious Objection turns that into a Reproach,which has : 
been wont, in the Characters of Divines, to be mention'd to their Honour. 2 
Thus Dr. Calamy, in the Life of Mr. Howe, has a Remark, which I think Nh 
is alſo juſtly applicable to Mr. W—4. His miniſterial Qualifications whi 
were ſingular. He could preach F hand with as great Exactneſs, as many allo 
others upon the cloſeſt Study. He delivered his Sermons without Notes, of 1 
tho” he did not impoſe that Method upon others.“ So Dr. Colman writes ſion 
of the late Mr. Pemberton; My Wiſh is, that we could recover, and cau! 


if that the Pubhck might enjoy more of the valuable Diſcourſes dt this.great 
[ | Man; but alas, for the moſt Part he only wrote Hints to himſelf, to be | Cor 
| enlarged on in the Fulpit, which he wonderfully. perform'd. His Sermons the! 
appear to others always to coſt him great Pains: and much. Study, Sc. the 
Thus, dear Sir, I have given you my Thoughts pretty freely about the cou 

. Itinerency,and about ſome Parts of the Conduct of the Itinerunt. I have faid the 
bl nothing about the Izcon/jtency of Mr. W—4"s|Condutt with his Obliga- tha 
tions as a Miniſter of the Church of England: This Objection is cruſh'd 

| | 3 to 
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to Death by the Reverend Mr. Foxcroft, in his Apology for Mr. 
Whitefield, againſt the Exceptions of L. X. Yer I have this to ſay 
of that Performance, that the Maul was rather too large, unleſs the 
Flea had been bigger.----I have been ever averſe to Paper- Mars, think- 
ing they never did much to promote Peace or Holineſs: but finding 
the Multitude riſe up in Oppoſition to a Gentleman, whom ( with Dr. 
Watts, I am perſwaded ) God has rais'd up for great and important 
Ends, and furniſh'd with a double Portion of his Spirit, and finding ſome 
great, and good, aged and honourable Men ſet themſelves in Oppoſi- 
tion to him, I ſaid, Great Men are not always wiſe, neither do the Aged al- 
ways underſtand Fudgment ; therefore I ſaid, I alſo will ſhew mine Opinion: 
While I gave Ear to their Words, there was none of them that convinced 
Mr. V.. d. And now I freely acknowledge, that from the beſt Ob- 
ſervation I have been able to make of him, from the Tenour of his 
Preaching, his Converſation, and Life, I cannot but conclude, that in 
moſt Things he is highly commendable, in more . juſtifiable, and in 
almoſt all very excuſable: I ſay, in almoſt all, for I am willing to al- 
low, Mr. J/---d has his Foibles and Imperfections; He is a Man of 
like Paſſions with others. What then ! ſhall I condemn him, becauſe 
he is not perfect? Alas, What ſhall I then do with myſelf, and others? 
The Sun itſelf has its Spots; ſhall we therefore try to put out the Sun? 
Vain Attempt! Or ſhall I hut my Eyes againſt its Light? Ridiculous. 
and abſurd! Neither would I ſhut my Eyes againſt Mr. J/---d's Ex- 


cellencies, and only open them to behold his Weakneſſes. GOD 


(Iam well afſur'd) honours him, notwithſtanding all his ImperfeCtions ; 
and therefore ſo would I. In a Word, I would do by him, as God 


himſelf doth by ſinful Man, damn the Sin, and glorify the Sinner. 


This, I think, ſhould be our Conduct in general: and therefore I 
can't but wonder at the Conduct of a great many worthy Men, who 
reſolutely bar their Pulpit-Doors againſt him, eſpecially thoſe who have 
borne ſo juſt and faithful a Teſtimony to the York of God's Grace, 
which has been ſo remarkably reviv'd among us ; which all muſt 
allow Mr. V. d to have been an eminent Inſtrument in the Hand 
of the bleſſed Spirit to promote. It is not, I confeſs, a juſt Conclu- 
ſion, that Mr. V.. d muſt neceſſarily be admitted into their Pulpits, be- 
cauſe of ſuch his Inſtrumentality: but ſurely it ſhould be an Argument 
with them, to put the moſt candid and charitable Conſtrufiom upon his 
Conduct; which, it plainly appears to me, they have not done. And 
then was it not a neceſſary Piece of Caution and Prudence, to ſhew 
their Adherence to the Work of God, at the ſame Time that they 
could not in all Things approve the Inſtrument ? Eſpecially ſince 
the unthinking giddy World connect the Ideas together, and conclude 
that every Condemnation of Mr. .. d is a Retractation of their 

| D | own 
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own Teſtimony as to the late Wort of God. Many of theſe Gentle: 
men, I doubt not, have acted from a ſincere Regard to the Glory of God, 
and the Welfare, Peace and Order of their Churches: but J hope they will 
pardon me, if I expreſs my Fears, that the Meaſures they are taking to pre- 
vent Schiſms, Diſorders and Separations, will be moſt likely to produce 'em. 
For when Men fee the Vanity of the Objections againſt Mr. W—4 (as, I 
doubt not, the unprejudiced Part of the World ſoon will) and at the ſame 
Time behold him as a burning and ſhining Light, ſhining in the Brightneſs 
of the Goſpel, both in Doctrinè and Life, and blazing out againſt all Vice 
and Wickedneſs, glowing with a divine Principle of Love to God and Con- 
cern for the Salvation of Men, this appears to me ſtrongly tending to be- 


get hard Tho'ts of ſuch as ſtrenuouſly oppoſe him. However, in this I am | 


confident, that had I aim'd at the greateſt Confuſfon in my own Church, I 
would have kept Mr. W—4 ata Diſtance : but as my Pulpit ever has been, 
and ever ſhall be, open to him, ſo have we been ever free ( ſo far as I can 
learn) from any Danger of Confuſion. — It may be ſaid here, You and your 
Church are generally agreed in Mr. W—4, but *tis not fo in other Places. 
Perhaps this may be the Caſe : but tho? it were not ſo, I am fully determin'd, 
that did my Pariſh conſiſt only of One Hundred Perſons, Ninety of whom 
were Mr. W- 's Oppoſers, and Ten only his Friends, my Pulpit ſhould be 
open, it not on Lord's Days, yet on others, for Mr. W—4 to preach to the 


Ten. And this I take to be the juſt Medium, between Compulſion on the one | 


Hand, and Reſtraint on the other. The Ninety ought not to be compell'd 
to hear him; the Tex by no Means reſtrain'd. The Ninety might gratify 


themſelves by abſenting: and *tis in my Power, and (I thank God) in ” 


Inclination too, to gratify the Ten. And ſo let Men but agree to grati 
their Inclinations, and there could be no Cauſe of Complaint. | 
I had intended to have conſider'd a Fling at Mr. W—4, as if he aſſum'd 
the Character of the YVi/itor of the Churches. Had he appeared in this Light, I 
ſhould have diſdain'd him: but it's plain to me, that rather hey have in the 
ſtrongeſt manner aſſum'd that Character to themſelves, who have repreſent- 
ed him as arrogating of it. — As alſo another Reflection, that Mr. W—4's 
Deſign was to ſubvert the Conſtitution of our Churches. This has ever been 
a common Cry, when Men would carry on their own private Schemes, 
The Church is in Danger. But where the Danger lies, and what is the Con- 
ſtitution Mr. W- d would ſet up, we are not yet told. Would he bring 
in Epiſcopacy ? But when did he appear a Bigot to that Church? And 
why did he not endeavour to ſet it up in Scotland, as well as New England? 
Or is it Presbyterianiſm, that he is fond of? Tis true indeed, that ſome in 
Scotland, would have confined him to their Church, and urg'd him to bring 
over ſome of their poliſh*d Shafts into Ne- England, to ſet up that Form 
of Government among us: And *tis as true, that Mr. W—4 _ 
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Deſire with a juſt Indignation. What Conſtitution then is it, that Mr. 


V. d would introduce among us? And how doth it appear, that he aims 
at the Subverſion of our own ? Will it be ſaid, that Mr. V., d deſigns 
to bring over a Number of Gentlemen from Scotland and other Places, 
to ſettle among us? Suppoſing that to be the Caſe, which perhaps is 


only the Brat of Jealouſy, yet how will that deſtroy the Conſtitution ? 


Have we not in former Years entertained Strangers? And why may we 
not act the ſame Part now, &ſtill hope to entertain Angels? I mean, that 
never fell. Are there not, beſides many in the Country, two Pulpits at 


| Boſton, ſupply'd and adorn'd with the Produce of Scotland and Ireland ? 


And yet I know not but that the Conſtitution remains good; and fo, I 
believe, is like to remain, for any Deſigns of Mr. V... d againſt it. 


But I detain you too long. 


I am ſenſible, Sir, that your Thoughts differ from mine, in ſome of 
theſe Things: Yet I ampleas'd, to think, we can agree even in differing. 
I have never yet diſcern'd any of thoſe ſhy and reſerv'd Looks, nor 
that cold and diſtant Behaviour in you, which is too evident in the Ge- 


nerality of Men of all Parties: An Argument of a Temper 


of Mind 


as uncomfortable, as it is diſhonourable :----I am glad to find, that how 
much ſoever you diflike Mr. V. d, you do much more diflike the 


Manner in which ſome Gentlemen have attack'd him; and here you 


expreſs yourReſentments very ſtrongly, in particular againſt the late Piece 


publiſhed by a Clergyman in our Neighbourhood, as having neither Rea- 


ſon nor Chriſtianity in it, indeed nothing worthy the Miniſter, the Scho- 
lar, or the Gentleman. Truly, Sir, I wonder how any Clergyman could 
ſo far forget his own Character, while he was attacking that of Mr. 
N.. -d. But I hope you will forgive me, if with Regard to the Gene- 
rality of Mr. .- d's great Oppoſers, I ſhould ſay, Their Speech bewray- 
eth them. And as to that Pampblet you refer to, in particular, me- 
thinks, had I wrote ſuch an one, and quickly after had met with ſome 
fuch Paſſage of Scripture as that, F any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt 
he is none of his, it muſt have given me a fatal Blow, or rather blaſted 
me like a Flaſh of Lightning. But ſuch Performances will, I believe, 
anſwer no End, unleſs it be to ſtrengthen Mr. Vd in the Judgment 


of Men of Wiſdom, Integrity, and Rehgion. 


Yes, as Titus having be- 


girt Feruſalem, and finding that the Jews were Quarrelling, Fighting, 
and deſtroying one another, told his Friend, that if he did not make 
Haſte and attack em, they would quickly leave him nothing to do; ſo, 
I ſay, that ſhould afew more ſuch Pieces appear, as that you refer to, the 
Authors of them would cut down the Boughs they ſtand upon, prove the 
Murderers of their own Caufe, and free Mr. N.. d and his Friends from 


the Neceſſity of ſaying any Thing in his Behalf, 


But 
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11 But I'cloſe all with a few Reflections. How militant is the Church below ! What 


Jar and Diſcord, Noiſe and Contention to be found, not only among the vaig ant 
empty Proſeſſors, but real Chriftians themſelves, ꝓea, and faithful Miniſters too { 
This, methinks, ſhould draw Tears from our 3 =4 and Sorrow from our Hearts. 
But yet let us not fink under this Weight. If the Buſb burns, it ſhall, noe. be con- 
ſamed; for the Lok is there. Gop is our Strength and Refuge, a very preſent 
Help in Trouble + therefore will we not fear, though the Eartibe'remor's, and 
g though the Mountains be carried into the midſt of the Sea; though*the Waters 
, thereof roar, and are troubled: tho“ the Mountains ſnake with the Swelling thereof; 
4 there is River, theStreains whereof ſhall; mate glad the City of eu Gd. Thus the 
f Church in old Time comforted themſelęs in athe Day of Trouble. Thus the 
| firſt Reſarmers comforted themſelves amidſt the; far greater Confuſions of their Day. J 
. And thus let us comfort ourſelves, and one:anather. ,,Y es, the Lord reignetb, let 
bal} 4 the Earth rejoice, Though Clouds and Darkneſs are round about him, yet Righ- 
4 teouſneſs and Judgment are the Habitation of his Throne: Light is ſown for the 
. Righteous, and Gladneſi for the Upright in Heart. God can make the Frath 
. of Man to praiſe bim: yea, and ever has done ſo, Per Aſpera ad Aſtra, is the 
17 Church's Motto. Darkneſs preceeded the Light, at the Formation of the World: 
1 And ever has done ſo at the Reformation of the Church. In the Viſions of St. 
4. John we find, every Seal, every Trumpet, and every Vial, repreſented great Con- 
Wl. fuſions and Convulſions in the Church: but theſe were preparatory, to the Glory 
of the Church, and the Deſtruction of its Enemies 80 Calmet tells us, that the 
Church perſecuted, afterwards viftorious; and in a peaceful Condition, is the true Key 
of the Revelation, The whole Propheſy (ſays Lowman on the Revelation) after 
© many intermediate Dangers in a State of Oppoſition and Trouble, ends in the 
«© Happineſs of the holy City, the new Jeruſalem coming down fromGod out of Heaven,” 
Leet us then rejoice, and again rejoice, in the Proſpect of that perfe&t'Peate,, 
and conſummate Happineſs, which ſhallbe enjoyed in the. World above, when the 
Church ſhall be triumphant : there the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, "and the 
Weary are at Reſt; the Children of God ſhall no more bite and devour one ano- 
ther: Epbraim ſhall not ervy Judah, & Fudah ſhall not vex Ephraim : Saints of 
all Ages, Nations, Complexions, & Worlds, ſhall meet together; a/l Saints, none 
but Saints, and they themſelves made perfect, free from thoſe Remains of the old 
Man, which now are ſo troubleſome to themſelves, and render them troubleſome 
to one another. There, I doubt not, we ſhall meet with many a Friend of Mr, 
nd, and many of them alſo who cannot now comport with his Meafures, nor 
ſee thro? the Juſtice and Propriety of them. And could there be Shame and Sorrow 
in Heaven, I fully believe, it would be found in many of the preſent Generation, 
not becauſe they oppoſed Mr. a, but fought againſt God in him :--- Nor yet 
only in ſuch, but in them alſo who ( ſtrongly attach'd to his Cauſe) had otherwiſe 
manifeſted much of their own Corruptions.--- Of yeurIntereſt in that better World, 


[ 1 Dear Sir, I have no Dotibt, and therefore aſk your Remembrance of me at the 
1 Throne of Grace. Nor ſhall I ceaſe to make Mention of you, as becomes 
aur ſincere 2D 
— er? friend and Servant, M2Y 


Reading, Feb. 18. "F< 
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